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LUNCH STOP AT CAMDEN, N.S.W. 


Sandra Garrett navigated her Grandfather's 1921 Ghost, 56AG to win the 
BUWRAL TRIAL on October 16th, 1960, 


EDITORIAL 


1960 has certainly been an eventful year for the R.R.0.C. and we must 
thank the Committee in both Sydney and Melbourne for their part in making our 
club the most active one make car club in Australia. There are I believe two 
reasons for this success. 


Firstly, the programme of meetings and events has a good variety and 
therefore appeals to the married members who like to bring their family along 
just as much as the R-R fanatic, 


Secondly, the club is a very friendly one and, within a few months of 
joining, newcomers find that other members take an interest in them as 
individuals, invite them to their homes, and are keen to learn all about their 
cars and help in any way they can with maintenance problems and snare parts. 
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The owner of any Rolla—Royce may apply for membership and we have in the 
club every model from the latest V8 right back to a Silver Ghost of 1907, 
The one thing all members have in common is pride in the craftsmanship that has 
made "The Name", Our members range from the man who uses his Rolls every day 
and appreciates its line and comfort but prefers to have a garage look after 
the maintenance — to the collector whose cars are his hobby : the man who gets 
satisfaction from meeting the challenge of maintaining an old but well built 
piece of machinery. 


The big increase in the number of wives and friends brought along to 
activities is surely a sign that our endeavours to make the programme appeal 
to everyone are well received. This year the events have been balanced 
between social evenings, films and dinner parties on one hand and picnic 
outings, Concours d'Elegance, Driving Test and Navigation Trial on the other. 


In both N.S.W. and Victoria the number of starters for events has been a 
record, At the Annual Dinner in Sydney we had 65 entrants so the Marshalls at 
the Quo Vadis restaurant had cuite a problem getting them all out of the pits 
and up to the starting line. 


DOES ANY MEMBER HAVE A CAMERA THAT WILL TAKE BLACK AND WHITE FILM? If so 
please send me a few photos to include in the Magazine. Postcard size. 
Close-up details of your engine, springs, coachwork or girlfriend will all be 
welcome, 


The original "LONDON-EDINBURGI" car, which in 1911 was driven from 
London to #dinburgh and hrck entirely in top gear and afterwards, 
without alteration, was driven on Brooklands at 78.26 m.p.h. 
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NEWS FROM MELBOURNE 
NAVIGATION TRIAL AND BARBEQUE IN Tlik YOU YANGS, OCTOBER 30th, 


The navigation problems proved to be too much for many of the starters to 


' complete the course but everyone reachec the delightful lunch stop in the You 


Yangs and enjoyed a well-organised Barbeque. This was the first appearance 
of Claude Reilly's 1914 Silver Ghost, 6 IB, A beautiful restoration job 
completed with the assistance of Jim Bickett. Congratulations to you both, 


VETERAN CAR RALLY MELBOURNE TO SORRENTO NOVEMBER 11-1]2th, 


This event was organised by the Veteran Car Club of Australia (Victoria) 
and seven R.R.O.C. members took part. They were all 40/50 H.P. Silver Ghosts. 


1910 1425 Reg Hunt Roi des Belges Blue 
1912 1910E Fred Robinson Tourer Grey 
1912 2006 Maurice Markoff Tourer Red 
1913 2320E Lance O'Neill Tourer Black 
1914 40YB Jim Cooper Tourer Red 
1914 6TB Claude Reilly Tourer Green 
1915 3AD: Harry Markoff Tourer White 


Over a hundred gleaming vehicles left thé start in East Melbourne from 
9 a.m. — in pouring rain. Hours and hours of work spent in polishing were 
washed away in a matter of minutes, 


Competitors were leashed with rain and high winds the whole way. 
Fortunately the rain abated for the lunch stops, and at the finish on the Sunday 
at Como Park, Melbourne, 


The seven R-R's were a worthy representation from our club and all were 
well presented but unfortunately it was not the weather for photographers. 


FED ROBINSON'S 1912 40/50 H.P. L.to E, REPLICA 
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NEWS FROM MELBOURNE 
CONCOURS D' ELEGANCE AT WATSONIA NOVEMBER, 27th 
Fifteen Rolls-Royce cars attended the annual Concours of the Victorian 
Branch — held in pleasant spring sunshine at Watsonia, some eight or so miles 


north-east of the city of Melbourne. 


The photograph on the opposite page shows some of the cars present, From 
left to right are:-— 


D.Baker 20 H.P. 
A,M.Dermott Silver Wraith: 
F Robinson Silver Wraith 
R.Long 20 H.P. 

Dr. Leighton-West P.11 
M.Markoff 1912 Ghost 

F Robinson 1912 Ghost 
C.Reilly 1914 Ghost 
J.Cooper 1914 Ghost 

BR. Blackburn 20 H.P. 


In a delightful setting, the property of a relative of a former president, 
Veith Gardner, a barbaque lunch was enjoyed by all, prior to the judging. 


The two very capable and conscientious judges were Mr.J.Vidler of Rolls 
Royce and Mr.H.Weber of Kellow—-Falkner. Mr.Vidler is known to most of us, as 
ever willing to assist in club events, Mr.Weber has for many years been 
connected with the servicing of Rolls-Royce cars, and was a very welcome guest. 


Outright winner was Claude Reilly's 1914 Silver Ghost, chassis 6 TRB, a 
beautifully restored car, with a shortened version London-Edinburgh type body 
built by Cleude and Jim Rickett. 


Claude Reilly was unfortunately absent, in Sueensland on holidays, and the 
trophy was presented, by Mr.Vidler, to Jim Rickett - it was a very ponular 
victory. 


Second was Maurice Narkoff's 1912, Chassis 2006, and third Pr. Leighton- 
West's P 11, chassis 60SK, shown helow. 
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MELBOURNE BRANCH 


Cars grouped 
for judging 
at Watsonia 


Jim Bickett with 
Claude Reilly's 
1914 tourer 6 TB 
after winning the 
Concours d'élegance 


Fred 
Robinson's 
1912 S.G,. 


COMPETITIVE EVENTS IN SYDNEY 


Jack Dance 


away to a 
clean start 
on the Hill 
Climb in his 
1936 25/30. 


Peter Harwin 
and Tony 
Strachan 
demonstrated 
the agility 
of both 
passenger 
and car 

in the Pitt 
Town Driving 
Test 


George Potter 
found that the 


axle ratio of 
2.71/1 gave 
George Green's 
1912 Continental 
tourer 1972 
ample speed 

in the driving 
tests 
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NEWS FROM SYDNEY 
WEEKEND TRIAL AT BOWRAL, OCTOBER 15th — 16th 


This was an invitation event organised by Alan Griffen and Charlie White 
of the Alvis Car Club and the entrants consisted of Alvis Cars of all ages, 
Vintage Vauxhalls, Rolls-Royces, other Vintage and Post Vintage Thoroughbred 
cars and some modern tinware, 


A tremendous amount of work went into the organisation of this event which 
was a great success. There was no hanging about waiting to clock-in to controls 
in fact you needed a heavy right boot to keep up with the schedule. The event 
started ot Parramatta at noon Saturday and finished at Camden at noon Sunday. 

In between we covered 170 miles of most attractive country up hill and down dele 
at cuite high average speeds. Accurate navigation and steady driving were 
recuired to reach controls without loss of marks. The 20 H.Ps. found the speed 
high - particularly the one with the brakes adjusted a little too close! 


Special Tests included a stop and re-start, a hillclimb, a secret control 
section, a concours d'elegance and a 20 miles per hour section only one furlong 


long. 


The overnight stop was at Bowral where we dined and hed films with some 
"noggin and natter" and slept briefly before commencing the "tight" section, 


The Rolls-Royce entries all put up a good performance and proved their 
suitability for fast-touring on country roads. 


The Results were:— 


Ist Adrian Garrett 56AG 1921 Ghost 
2nd Dick Heher 73KR 1929 P.1. 
3rd David Larking RL95 1928 P.1. 
4th Jack Cunningham ALVIS 

5th Jack Dance 1936 25/30, 


David Davis, Peter Harwin and Tony Strachan in 20 H.Ps. also completed the 
course but found it difficult to maintain the necessary speed particularly up 
Bulli Pass. 


These weekend trips are particularly good value because you get to know 
people much better than you do on the one dey outings. If any of you have not 
yet been away for a weekend with the club you should be sure to join us next 
time e 


Judging by the depth of dust on two phantom 1's it was evident that a 
certain amount of dicing had taken place on one of the back roads to Camden, 
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At Pitt Town Airstrip near Windsor on a warm Sunday morning members were 
able to demonstrate their skill in some driving tests carefully planned to avoid 


NEWS FROM SYDNEY 


damage to the cars. 


A width judging test required the driver to indicate the positions in which 


two markers should be placed so he could just drive between them. 


Considerable agility was shown by both passenger and car when Tony Strachan 
and Peter Harwin won the egg and spoon race, 
Fast-Slow test where slowness was an advantage. 
saloon has been beautifully restored by Peter and Tony who have fitted an ex 


This team also did well in the 
The car — a 1923 20 H.P. 


Austin body so well that you would think it was original. 
new coat of paint soon. 


A “wiggle-woggle" in and out of the stekes is always popular with the 
spectators and both George Green and Les Sproule jnr put up a spirited perform- 


ance. 


The most surprising thing of all was that very few competitors could park 
their car within 2 feet of the curb —- in the same way as you would between two 
30 seconds was allowed — ample time— and only two 
drivers could park in a gap 24 feet long and 4 others in a gap 26 feet long. 
We will put this test on again next year and lets have some women drivers to 


other cars in the city. 


show us how it should be done. 


The results in total were as follows:— 


1. 
2. 


ll, 


Sets of spanners were awarded as prizes for 


G.Green 

L.Sproule Jnr. 

P.Harwin, A.Strachan 
R,Heher 

S.Nash (Owner D.Davis) 
G.Potter (Owner G.Green) 
A.Garrett 

J.Andrew 

D.Larking 

L.Sproule Snr. 


G.Sevenoaks 


Silver Dawn 


20/25 


1923 
1929 
1922 
1912 
1907 
1921 
1928 
1926 
1928 


20 H.P. 70 AZ 
P.1. 73KR 

20 H.P. 40 Gl 
S.G. 1972 
S.G. 588 

S.G,. 24 LG 
P,1l. 92 FH 
P,1. 109 MC 
P.1l, 42 AL 


129 
125 
121 
113 
101 
101 
99 
98 
75 
65 
44! 


PICNIC GYMKHANA AND DRIVING TESTS AT PITT-TOWN AIRSTRIP, NOVEMBER 13th 


We hope to see a 


marks 


first and second places, 


George Green 
after much practice in city traffic, accurately judged a gap only 4 inch wider 
than his Dawn and proceeded to drive through it - a remarkable performance. 
George Potter also did well with 6 inches clearance driving a 1912 Ghost. 


NEWS FROM SYDNEY 
ANNUAL EVENTS TitO0 PHY ° 


The New South Wales Branch have a trophy to encourage members to attend as 
many events as possible. The trophy will be awarded to the full member with 
the best record of attendance and performance in the club events with a Rolls 
Royce car during the yeer. It should be noted that the marks go to the driver 
member and not the car —- thus the man with two cars has no advantage, 


The score will be awarded by the Events Committee as follows:- 

One point will be awarded to the driver of each car attending 
a major club event, 

Three additional points will be awarded to the winner of a competition, 
two additional points for second place and one additional point for third place. 


The first Annual Events Trophy will be presented on the cumulative result 
of events held between July, 1960 and the end of June, 1961, 


The Leaders scores in December were as follows:— 


G.Sevenoaks 6 points 
A.Garrett 6 points 
R,Heher 5 points 
G.Green 5 points 
P,Harwin, A.Strachan 5 points 
G. Pennington 5 points 
L.Sproule Jnr. 4 points 
E.Griffin 4 points 
D.Larking 4 points 


We expect some keen competition at the Picnic Outing on February 12th 
and the Run to Palm Beach on April 9th. 


George Sevenoaks with his 1928 Phantom 1 
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THE 40/50 H.P. ROLLS-ROYCE OF 1907 


Late in 1906 at the Paris Salon and the Motor Show in London the public 
saw for the first time the 40/50 Il.P. model that earned Rolls Royce the 
reputation for being "the Best Car in the World". The thirteenth 40/50 II.P. 
car produced gained particular fame as it was painted a silver grey and all 
the external fittings were silver plated. Because of this remarkable finish 
and the silent performance this car, No. 551, was called the "Silver Ghost". 
This name has stuck to the model and all 40/50 H.P. Rolls Royces made between 
1906 - 1925 have become known as Silver Ghosts although the makers never 
christened them as such. 


Chassis 551 is thought to be the oldest of its type in existance - it can 
still be seen in the Rolls Royce showrooms in Conduit Street, London. This 
famous 13th chassis left the Manchester works on April 13th, 1907. In that 
year less than fifty 40/50 H.P. cars were made but each with a standard of 
craftsmanship and materials that was unecunlled by any make at that time and 
very few to-day. 


To-day only four of the 1907 cars are known to be in captivity. They are 


551 Rolls Royce Ltd., London, 
565 ex~ James Melton. U.S.A. 
577 James P.Smith Yorkshire, England 
588 Adrian M.Garrett Sydney, Australia. 


The reliability of the Rolls Royce was made public and firmly established 
in a spectacular way typical of the genius of Claude Johnson, the commercial 
managing director. 


First, a friendly match between the 40/50 and a 30 II.P. White Steam car 
owned by Mr. Frederic Coleman was arranged over a 2,000 mile course in Scotland 
and the superiority of the Rolls was proved. 


Then, May 3rd-14th, 1907, Johnson entered the Silver Ghost in the Scottish 
Reliability Trials, put up a remarkable performance and won a gold medel for 
its class. The press accompanied him to Scotland together with two more 
40/50 Il.P. cars, one driven by Rolls and the other by a press revresentative. 


BELOW- Claude Johnson at the wheel of the Silver 

Ghost, Henry Royce in the front seat with him, 

The next car AX 205 is driven by the Hon.C.S.Rolls. ( 
Picture taken in 1907 outside The Cat and Fiddle 

Inn, Derbyshire. 


A speciel long distance road trial was then arranged under the observation 
of the Royal Automobile Clnb, From June 2lst to August 8th, 1907 the Silver 
Ghost was driven day end night on e route covering the Scottish Reliability 
Trial from Edinburgh to Glasgow and then down to London ond back to Edinburgh 
agein. 


The object of the trial was to demonstrate the amount of repairs, 
replacements, and adjustments which world be necessary with proper and 
reasonable ‘attention and the cost of running and upkeep. 


The weight of the car excluding passengers was 33 cwt. During the 
15,000 miles there was only one involuntary stop — this after 629 miles when 
the petrol cock closed and cut off the fuel supply. Tyre troubles were so 
usual in those days that they did not count. 


The maintenence during the journey took a total of 40 hours and inecludeds-— 
Adjusting brakes 16 times, Adjusting and cleaning trembler 16 times, Adjusting 
magneto 12 times, Cleaning carburettor 12 times, Attend to petrol tank pressure 
system 23 times, Grinding in valves once (time 6 hours 26 mins}, Replacement 
parts included a second magneto, a second coil, nine spark plugs and six 
rubber buffers for the springs. Altogether cuite a trouble-free. trip by the 
standards of 1907. 


The tyres fitted were Dunlop 875 x 105 at the front and 880 x 120 at the 
beck. Eleven front tyres and nineteen back tyres burt or wore out durivrg 
the 15,000 miles. The average time taken to replace a cover and tube was 
23 minutes, 


The fuel consumption of 15.7 m.p.g. was averaged with the lowest consump— 
tion at 18 m.p.g. one day. 0il consumption averaged 956 miles per gallon, 


On completion of the run of 15,000 miles the crr was driven to the club 
motor house and opened up and found to be in all respects in perfect running 
order. Head the car been in private hands no replacement world he necessary 
but in order to make the car as good as new 2 front wheel pivot nins, 

1 steering tie rod pin, magneto driving joint, and the sleeve on the steering 
ball joint were replaced. The valves were also ground again, All other 
moving parts were dismantled and no wear was found. 


These first 40/50's had a 6 evlinder side valve enzine with hore and 
stroke of 44 inches (7046 cc) which produced the rated horsepower of 48 at 


1,200 r.p.m. on the standard 3.2 : 1 compression ratio. The gearbox had 
four speeds of which the ton was an overdrive. The 1807 cars u» to no, 588 
had semi-elliptic and transverse rear springs. The vetrol tank was under the 


front seat. 


In 1909 the overdrive top gear was abandoned as too noisy and the stroke 
was lengthened to 4} inches giving a capacity of 7410 c.c. which was retained 
until 1925, Rear suspension was modified to # elliptic and ten in 1911 and 
1912 changed to cantilever. 


In 1911 a 40/50 H.P. Rolls Royce completed a run from London to Edinburgh 
and back in top gear under R.A.C. observation, As this car hed e light 
touring body it was loaded with balast so as to bring it up to the weight 
of a complete car with closed body. Actually the dead weight amounted to 
1085 lbs. in addition to the passenger weight of 508 lbs. The most striking 
feature of the trial apart from the fact that the car ran from London to 
Edinburgh and back using top geer only, was thet the petrol consumption was 
only 24.32 miles per gallon. On completion of the trial the car was taken 
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to Brooklands and recorded a speed of 78.26 miles per hour. 


In the same year a stripped and streamlined chassis covered a flying start 
half mile at Brooklands at 101.8 m.p.h. 


An account of these and further developments and success of the Silver 
Ghost Rolls Royce will be given in the next few issues of the magazine. - 


Chassis 551, the original Silver Ghost is still in excellent condition 
today, although it is extreemly difficult to start from cold. The petrol tank 
has been removed from under the front seat ( to allow deeper cushions to be 
fitted) and an inclined windscreen has been made which greatly improves the 
appearance. 895 x 135 removable rim wooden wheels are used — the type with 
8 bolt holes (cira. 1910), 


A LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA 
IMPRESSIONS OF AN ENGLISH MOTORIST VISITING AUSTRALIA IN 1911 


The Australien motorist is at present taxed very lightly. I say at 
present advisedly, because in parts the county councils are clamouring for 
increased taxation of cars. The various states heve their own systems of 
taxation, but in Victoria and New South Wales, where the great maiority of the 
cars are, the owner of a private car gets off with 25s. per annum, Many 
motorists maintain, however, that it addition to the direct taxes they are 
indirectly taxed through the customs. 


Talking of taxation brings up the cuestion of running costs, and, as 
may be imagined, these are higher than at home, In the first place, the car 
itself costs more, For instance, the 15-20 h.p. F.1I.A.T. complete with 
touring body, in Sydney is listed at £700, whereas in London it can be bought 
for £465 or £525. Price comparisons are rather difficult, as it seems that 
some of the agents for the majority of them have no fixed prices. Each client 
is treated on his merits. It is very seldom one sees actual prices of cars 
advertised. 


New tyres cost more than at home, an example being the 810 x 100 sruare 
tread cover of sa well-known make, the Australian price of which is £9.5,0. 
This should be compsred with the English price, which at the time of writing is 
&7.2.0. 


Petrol is Ils. 6d. per gallon retsil in the big cities, and it is only 
natural that the general wear and tear on the whole car is much greater. 


Police traps are sometimes worked in suburbs of Melbourne and Sydney, and 
although there is no speed limit the traps are worked just as if there were one. 
In these cases the nolice prosecute for "driving to the common danger," and 


anything above 20 m.p.h. is considered such. There does not apperr to he quite 
such a bad feeling existing between the cuthorities and motorists as in some 
parts of England. Occasionally the police are rather antagonistic. I believe 


TI am correct in saying thet electric timing is never used, all traps being 
worked on the waving of handkerchief arrangement, 


Mention of the »olice reminds me of the wholly inefficient manner in which 


the traffic is controlled in Melbourne. Sydney. is not by any means verfect, 
but the chaos is rerlly deplorable in Melbourne, The streets of the city are 


24 


all straight, and planned so as to run parallel or at right angles to each 


other. All the main thoroughfares are very wide, so that the place lends 
itself to ideal traffic control. There are trams running along the chief 


streets, and at the principal intersections the traffit is jointly regulated 

by a tramwey official and one or two policemen, in some cases assisted by a 
man in oe small signal box placed in the gutter to control the trams. A 
tramway official stands in the centre of the road armed with a couple of flags. 
When he waves a green flag traffic goes from north to south and vice versa; 
when he waves a white flag it goes from east to west and vice versa. The 
policeman spends most of his time cleaning his nails and talking to his friends 
on the pavement. If it rains hard, these gentlemen retire to the nearest 
shelter, and the traffic takes care of itself. Theoretically, this flag— 
wagging may be all rizht, but in practice it is absolutely worthless, and gives 
rise to great confusion at the principal crossings. 


Added to this is the fact that the majority of drivers, whether of motor 
cars or horse vehicles, in city or country, never observe the ordinary 
courtesies of the road, such as extending the right arm when cutting out of 
the line of traffic. 


A good example of the way the police authorities regulate traffic is 
furnished at St.Kilda Road, Melbourne. The road is a magnificent thoroughfare 
connecting the city with the popular suburb of St.Kilda, and is about two miles 
in length. It is of a great width, and, in addition to footpaths on each side 
there are three distinct roadways running parallel to each other. In the 
middle is a double tram track, and on either side of this there is sufficient 
room for vehicles to pass. On each side of the centre road is a row of trees, 
and between these and the pavements is another road on each side — the two 
latter are supposed to be used by motor vehigles only. There are notice 
boards galore to this effect, but you never see any police about, and heavy 
lumbering horse waggons travel at a snail's pace along the supposed motor ways 
and cers use the centre route if their drivers think they will get along 
cuicker by doing so. Thus it will be seen that users of the highwry do not 
obtain half the value out of the St.Kilda Road that thev would if traffic were 
properly regulated. The primary object in providing separate rords for motor 
and horse vehicles is surely to facilitate traffic, but this object is 
effectually defeated by the looseness and confusion which prevails; all vehicles 
slow and fast, might just as well jog along together on one ordinary road. 
Another matter which detratts from the St.Kilda Road is the abominable state 
of its surface. I have only once seen a steam roller at work in Australia, 
and that was on this road, but the authorities must have thought they were 
doing too much and withdrew it. 


Doubtless some idea of the types of cars most favoured in Australia will 
be of interest. I do not think I shall be far wrong is saying almost every 
second car one meets in Australia is a Talbot. These cars have acquired a 
good name, especially in Victoria, where they are more numerous than in any 
other State. The landaulet, limousine, and cabriolet bodies do not predom— 
inate to the extent that they do at home. This is only to be expected in 
view of the climate; the predominating type is the 12-20 h.p. open touring car 
with Cape hood and screen. Melbourne is remarkable for the large number of 
two-seaters of the 12 h.p. four-cylinder order which are greatly favoured by 
professional men, especially doctors, the majority of them being European. 
Conspicuous by their absence are high powered sporting two-seaters driven by 


young bloods. I have never seen any car of the "hot stuff" variety (to use 
a slang expression) out here, although the colour schemes favoured by some 
motorists make up for that. Of course, high powered two-seated cars would be 
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out of place. Very few lady drivers sare seen, 


Wire Wheels are not in such favour as I expected to find them; they are 
fitted to Deimlers (there are suite a lot of Knights), Lut they are seldom seen 


on other cars. The Sankey steel wheel has recently been introduced, and it 
has met with a very good reception, There is a greet future out here for this 
wheel. 


In Sydney there are a very large number of American cars, practically all 
the two-seaters coming from that country. There is no doubt that the motor 
manufacturers of the United States are making a great bid for the Australian 
trade, and at the rate American cars are arriving at the Sydney Docks it will 
not be long before there are more American cars in New South Wales than there 
are British unless home manufacturers open their eyes to the situation very 
soon. At the moment American cars are not in such great evidence in Victoria 
as elsewhere, although they are greatly on the increase. 


Now, what ere the reasons for this state of effairs? In the first place, 
the agents get a much cuicker return for their money by handling a Yankee car 
than en English one. Incidentally it may he mentioned that the general 
opinion seems to be that the American cars arc packed for shipment much better, 
Agein, a purchaser can generrlly rely on getting immediate delivery of an 
Americen car, whereas, if he wants a certain home make, he may heve to wait 
three months or longer. The American ports are much nearer Australia than 
the English vorts are, and Sydney is the first port of call of the American 
boats; hence the fact that there are many more American cars in New South Yales 
than in Victoria. 


The menufacturers of commercicel motor vehicles at home ore prving more 
attention to the Australinn market then those firms engaged solely in the 
passenger cer business. This is gratifying as far as it goes, because utility 
motors are increasing very repidly in the chief cities, and it is onlv the lack 
of rords thet prevents their use to any extent in the country districts, 


It will probably come es a surprise to many English motorists to hear that 
the majority of cars running in Australia ere fitted with locally made bodies. 
One of the things that struck me most when I arrived in this country wes the 
great percentage of modern tyne bodies, and when I learned that they were of 
Australian manufacture I was surprised, and after going over the principal 
body-building establishments in Melhourne and Sydney I have come to the 
conclusion that the Australian—built body is very hard to beat, and for 
Austrelian "roads" is unexcelled. 


There is a twenty-five per cent. duty on imnorted bodies, and this no doubt 
had a great deal to do with the establishment by the principal motor firms 
of body-—building denartments,. There are also several coachbuilders engaged 
solely in building commercial cars. 


Another edvantage of having a locally built body is that it is huilt by 
people who are on the spot end know the conditions under which the cars are 
worked. Previously it was found that imported bodies, with the exception of 
those built by the best English coachbuilders, would rattle after a month or 
two's driving over local roads. 


I trust these "first impressions" may be of interest to fellow motorists 
at home. The sensoned Australian motorist may not agree with many of them; 
I might myself alter them if I were to stay out here any length of time, But 
I prefer Enzland,. 
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A MODEL OF 
THE ORIGINAL 
SILVER GHOST 


These photos are of a medel 
made by Rolls Royce apprentices 
soon after the 1907 chassis was 
built. Three such models were 
made. Qne is on display at the 
Science Museum, London, another 
was presented to the Smithsonian 
Institution in New York and the 
third is usually on display in 
the Rolls Royce showrooms in 
Conduit Street, London. 


“The models are built to a 
scale of three auarters of an 
inch to the foot and are complete 
down to the smallest possible 
detail. The crankshaft rotates 
and the clutch disengages. In 
1907 the models are reputed to 
have cost nearly £300 each when 
the fullsize car was only £950, 


Your editor worked from this 
model when rebuilding his 1907 


car as the model is more original 
in detail to-day than the Silver 
Ghost itself. 


On the left: Three views of the complete model. On the 

right: 1. Looking down on the chassis above driver’s 

seat with floor boards removed. 2. Spare wheels and 

sidelamp close-up. 3. Rear wheel detail. 4. Remember 

these? Acetylene generator. 5. Propshaft and crown 

wheel casing. 6. The works. 7. Rear springing detail. 
8. Front Axle and headlamp detail 


PALS 


FRED ROBINSON'S 1912 SILVER GHOST TOURER 


te oe 


Ce ce s wae se bas ee ee 


Chassis No. 1910 E 
Coachwork London—Edinburgh Tourer Replica 
Engine 6 cylinder, 45" bore x 43" stroke 7.41 litres 


OWNERS ACCOUNT 


Letters from Rolls-Royce Ltd. indicate that Chassis No. 1910E was delivered 
from the Derby works on 15th May 1912, and was then fitted with a Limousine- 
Landaulet body. Mrs.A.S.Austin of Victoria was the first owner until 1917 
and then for many years it was the town carriage of Mr.F.D.Michaelis. 


Later, an ugly Saloon body of about 1923 vintage was built by Martin and 
King, but when I bought the car all the woodwork and upholstery had rotted away, 
and the restoration was commenced in January, 1960 by dismembering and removing 
the body. 


It was decided to build a sports tourer body as a replica of the London 
to Edinburgh model. Measurements and curves were taken and many photographs 
were studied. Enlargements were made from the 1912 R-R Catalogue and the 
illustration of an early replica in "Veteran to Vintage", 


The work was done under the owner's daily supervision, by D.Horner, a 
foreman body—builder who made the wood work, S.Ward, master panel beater who 
wheeled and fitted the aluminium panels to the body and made the steel mud— 
guards, and J.Cranwell, upholsterer who made the half diamond—buttoned upholstery 
in dark blue leather and the hood in black fabric. I would like to nay tribute 
here and now to the excellent workmanship of these three craftsmen. 


The car was completed to the photogenic stage for the Melbourne to Portsea 
Veteran Car Rally and the R.R.0.C.A. Concours d'Elgance in November, 1960, 


The chassis is not a London-Edinburgh and it has three-cuarter elliptic 
instead of contilever springs. However, it has the torvue tube transmission, 
three speed gear box, vibration damper front flywheel and the "E" type motor 
which, as I learn from our Editor, was the high performance engine for L to E 
models. 


New rings and gudgeons have now been fitted and bearings remetalled, and 
an L to E large bore carburettor has been installed. 


As the car is to be used for inter-state rallies, I decided to replace 
the wooden artillery wheels and beaded edge tyres with 23" Dunlop wire wheels 
and 600 x 23 tyres, and at the same time to insta] the 17" diameter brakes on 
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the rear wheels which were first introduced in 1913, 


Wheels and hubs were obtained from a later model wreck. Some parts 
fitted and others renouired bushes or collars to take up the difference in 
measurements. Unfortunately, Sir Henry modified the hub specifications 
and changed the number of axle splines from six to ten in 1913 (at ch. No.2300), 
This meant that new driving dogs had to be made to the later measurements but 
with six splines inside. 


I was not in favour of the major mechanical changes which would have been 
required to operate the large diameter rear brakes mechanically. The 
transmission brake was therefore slackened off and hydraulic brakes were fitted 
to the rear drums, Lockheed internal wheel cylinders being employed. The 
transmission brake can still be adjusted up for emergency use in a matter of 
minutes. 


To those who are critical of modifications, I would reply that improvements 
of the braking system are permitted by the rules of the V.C.C. of Great Britain, 
and that if you take your Silver Ghost to the Rolls-Royce Company to have all 
the latest improvements installed, you will eventually have (so the legend goes) 
the very latest Phantom V. 


The wooden wheels and hubs have been put to good use by Laurie Vinall of 
Adelaide to complete the equipment for No. 1388, 


EDITOR'S COMMENT 


The new body is a great credit to you, Fred, but Laurie Vinall has the 
right idea on originality. 

I have never yet found a Silver Ghost on which the original brakes could 
not be made to work auite adequately using modern linings correctly adjusted. 

The suffix E to the engine number was used on London-Edingurgh engines of 
1911 and 1912, also the Alpine Fagle engines of 1913. However, not all the 
chassis to which the "E" engines were fitted had the same springs or rear axle 
ratio as the L-E, 


Fred Robinson's car before removal of the 1923 Martin & King body. 
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DAVID DAVIS'S 1922 20 H.P. SALOON 
mE & 


Chassis No 42 Gl 
Coachwork Smith & Waddington, Sydney, Australia. 
Engine 6 cylinder, 3" bore x 44" stroke 3.126 litres 


OWNERS STORY 


Enily, when I first met her was a very forlorn Rolis—Royce. I gaily 
began to toll up what some club members regard as a prodigious milage, so 
trouble soon loomed. The generator had to be rewound several times and on one 
occasion the whole car was nearly lost due to electrical troubles, this resulted 
in a complete rewire. 


The motor was burning oil and pulling pooriy and Emily forced rehabilitation 
by shattering a piston. She wes soon covering ground again, due to the good 
offices of Mr.Ward of York's. He sadly shook his head when Enily — much 
battered — appeared out at the Waterloo Service Station again, after an ahsence 
of over 20 years. Mr.Ward took pity on Emily's latest friend and gave strong 
advice as to the chassis rebuild. It began with the magical chassis loosening 
up, for which the service station is renowned, I don't know what mysteries 
are wrought but it appears to put years of life back into the suspension of an 
old chassis. The restoration was completed with the steering being overhauled, 
the engine and brakes also being rehabilitated. Even though the car has had 
a chequered career, it has not done overmuch work, 


Mr.Ward's stories of Emily started me investigating its history. T had 
been amazed earlier by the number of people who had stopped me and said that 
they had owned the car at some time, Her owners would compete with the 
Smiths in a telephone directory. 


Emily was the first 20 H.P. R-R to be imported to Australia. As chassis 
42 Gl she was the 17th 20 H.P. to go on test at Derby. The first, strangely, 
was 40 Gl but the first chassis to be despatched was 40 G3, on 15th September, 
1922, Emily was despatched on 19th December, 1922, 


On arrival she had no body but an attractive coupe was fitted and the car 
took to the road in early 1923. At first Emily wes used to demonstrate her 
virtues and how many of her type she sold can be seen from the cuite large 
number of early 20's in Austrelia. 


31 


Colonel Arnott of biscuit fame became Emily's first owner and all his 
children and relatives learnt to drive in her. Instruction must have been 
haphazard in those days for by 1928 the agents had put in her third chrssis 
and modernized her ecuipment to latest R-R specifications. Smith and .Yaddington 
rebuilt the almost wrecked coupe body into the rnresent four seater. No doubt, 
for 1928, the shane was way ahead of its time, but now, even nolite neople 
silently shake their hesds, Emily has rather an unfortunate shape. 


After the Arnotts sold the car, she seems to have chenged hands like a 
coin. All I can hore to recall here are some of the owners I have met or 
heard of. 


One, who stopped me on the Yume Wighway running the engine in after its 
rebuild —- imagine it, running in after 38 years $ This chap said he wanted to 
try and beet Mrs.Rrown around in the Redex Trial but expert advice told him 
that the wheels would not carry the cars no wonder, when I got it I used to 
wonder if the rims were part of the tyres, they used to flex so much. In 
three months, I recall spending £20 on tubes. Mr.Ward soon had the puncture 
problem solved once he got his hands on the car. 


On my wey to Melbourne in Emily last year, a fellow stopped me at Albury 
to recall Paul Samuel's owner-ship and the time when Emily transported pyjamaclad 
and top hatted gentlemen to the onening night of "The Pyjama Game", Paul 
rescued the car from long grass in a beck yard. He had much use out of it 
and sold it for a profit to a cherity, which raffled it, I believe a bewildered 
old lady won her doubtful prize and cuickly got rid of it. 


The next owner for any length of time ws a Ruscutter's Ray boatbuilder, 
evidently keen on fishing. On first obtaining the car, I remember finding 
a line complete with sinker and fish - in the tool box. If you dig deep 
enough in the tool box to this day you can still unloose the aroma of fish. 


That brings the story up til my ownership. Judging by the work I have 
had done to the car, I would say I saved it from the hungry junk heap. During 
my tenure Emily haw covered about 20,000 miles and that milage has not been « 
dull. 


The first week I had it, saw me on a gravel road outside fueanbevan 
travelling too fast over a crest into an esse bend. I anticipated hitting a 
tree, but Emily would have none of it and performed, in sports car fashion, 
four beautiful drifts. The next incident was the broken piston episode which 
entailed a 15 mile tow to Goulburn, and when we reached there, half a mile of 
spectators had followed 3 


I, being a student, Emily has often run out of petrol, One occasion saw 
girl friend and I pushing her down the drive to Government Wouse, Canberra 
where my girl friend lived. Must be the first R-R to be pushed into Govt, 
House. Many a tourist was startled to see the battered old car go into those 
gates! 


The last Yagga run, as everyone knows, saw Emily throw her occupants out 
into the cold and the train just because of a disconnected throttle linkage 
we could not find. On the wey home we tracked the trouble down in 10 minutes. 
Still it had its compensations for I would not have had such a long ride in 
Mr.Green's Dawn or Mrs.Green's S.G.Regina — nor the ride in the train! 


Little did I know of the history and character of Emily when I bought her. 


Unfortunately the body is slowly falling apart but by the time she needs a 
face lift I should be in a position to treat her to something dashing. Do 
you know of any boat-teiled 20 H.P. roadster in Australia, I don't — yet. 
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